DIRECTOR'S NOTE

"I have so far produced up to six films, none of which ever screened in Iran — the land my stories and I
belong to. Censorship’s jaws have shut all venues. Independent filmmakers, not dependent upon State
funds for their production, constantly look for ways to circumvent censorship. To avoid the eyes of the
censors and circumvent those crushing jaws, they either submit scenarios whose narratives are confined to
the interior of an apartment or choose a location so remote that it practically puts the production out of their
sight. However, all this inventiveness often ends up forgoing some of the common tools of
cinematography: using small and non- professional cameras, renouncing to an operator and advanced
lighting techniques, simple narratives... are ways independent cinematographers resort to keep production
from additional harassment.

"In the underground films I have produced, I have used these stratagems while always trying to keep the
narrative structure of the final cut devoid of any visible presence of the censorship’s limitations. A Man of
Integrity’s story however was such that it made forgoing production means practically impossible. The
story was so important to my eyes that it was unthinkable to have the censorship’s limitations palpable at
first glance in the film’s structure. Producing it was not easy. And although its screening has been banned
in Iran, I have not renounced obtaining the necessary authorization. Meanwhile, I keep looking for
innovative ways to circumvent censorship while avoiding cinematographic limitations in production."



